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Focus areas for KSDS are; effective National Statistical System, improvement of Data
quality, development/strengthening of Infrastructure for Statistics production, and
statistical Advocacy. The strategy is aligned
to the country’s economic blueprint ‘Vision
2030’, and ‘the Transformative Big 4 Development Agenda’ and international programmes such as Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), Africa’s Agenda 2063 and
other policy documents. It is worth noting
that the Sector Statistics Plans for data producers, which form the building blocks for
the KSDS, are being implemented.
The importance of quality statistics cannot
be underscored. The Bureau is developing
the Kenya Quality Assurance framework
(Ken-NQAF) which is aligned to
international statistical best practice for
monitoring and assessing the quality of statistics in the NSS. The KNBS also convenes
Technical Working Committees (TWCs) on
different thematic areas. The TWCs meet
on quarterly basis to ensure quality of statistics and harmonization across the NSS.

Macdonald George Obudho, MBS

Welcome to the second issue of National Statistics (NSS) Bulletin. The Bulletins wlll be
released regularly to inform the wider audience about the activities of the NSS.
The Kenya National Bureau of Statistics has
made tremendous progress in ensuring timely release and dissemination of statistics. Efficiency has been enhanced through effective coordination of the National Statistical
System (NSS) and the use of modernized
data collection and processing techniques.
This was evident during 2019 Kenya Population and Housing Census (KPHC) where data collection was through Computer Assisted
Personal Interviews (CAPI) and the results
were released in a record two months.

Further, Bureau partners and collaborates
with other members of the NSS and development partners as a means for development and improvement of quality statistics.
This is to leverage on the skills, expertise
and financial resources outside KNBS to
ensure sustainability in production of statistics.

In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, where
the physical interviews were not possible, the
Bureau adopted use of Computer Assisted
Telephone Interviews (CATI) to ensure data
collection activities were being implemented.
Moreover, the Bureau, in collaboration with
other institutions has been exploring use of
alternative sources and techniques for production of official statistics.

On behalf of Bureau, I wish all our esteemed stakeholders and partners a joyous
festive season. Keep safe by following the
guidelines given by the Ministry of Health.

Macdonald George Obudho, MBS
DIRECTOR GENERAL, KNBS

The Bureau is also finalizing the Kenya Strategy for the Development of Statistics (KSDS)
which is a strategy for developing statistical
capacity across the NSS.
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CHANGE OF GUARD

Mr Macdonald George Obudho, the current KNBS Director General took over the office in November
2020 from Mr Zachary Chege Mwangi, who had served for eight years. Mr. Obudho has vast experience
in production of official statistics as well as conducting population and housing censuses including the
first ever digital census that was conducted in the country in 2019. He also has competency in developing statistical sample frames design and implementation of sample surveys.
CELEBRATION OF THE AFRICAN STATISTICS DAY 2020

Kenya, like other African countries celebrated the 2020 African Statistics Day (ASD) to recognize the
need for quality statistics to inform decision making and debate that support development agenda. The
Day is celebrated on 18th November every year to raise public awareness of the critical role that statistics play in all aspects of social and economic life.
In a statement to the public, KNBS Director General Mr. Macdonald G.
Obudho said Kenya is in the process of finalizing the Kenya Strategy for the
Development of Statistics (KSDS) which will provide a strategy for developing statistical capacity across the entire National Statistical System (NSS),
including the county governments.
He said “KSDS outlines four (4) strategic focus areas like Effective National Statistical System, Improvement of Data quality, Development/
Strengthening of Infrastructure for Statistics Production, and Statistical Advocacy”. Under the
fourth Schedule of our Constitution, both the National and County governments have a role to play in
generating statistics for planning purposes. The national government has the responsibility of producing and managing national statistics, data on population, the economy and society generally.
The 2020 ASD theme was in tandem with that of the
African Union for the year 2020, “Silencing the guns:
Creating conducive conditions for Africa’s development”. The theme was chosen to raise awareness
among decision-makers, technical and financial partners, data producers, researchers and the general public about the critical importance of governance and
socio-economic statistics in achieving the goal of a
conflict-free Africa.
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COORDINATION OF THE NATIONAL STATISTICAL SYSTEM
The NSS is the ensemble of statistical organizations and units within the country which jointly
collect, process and disseminate statistics on behalf of the government. It is made up of producers, suppliers and users of official statistics working under the supervision and coordination of
KNBS. They include Ministries, Departments and Agencies, and County governments.
The planning of statistical activities in the NSS is achieved through the Development and implementation of the National Strategy for development of statistics. The strategy is built from the statistics plans of the data producing institutions within the NSS. The technical capacity building and
harmonization of data is achieved through technical working groups on different thematic areas.
To promotes the use of statistical standards and best practices in production of statistics, KNBS is
developing the Kenya Data Quality Assurance Framework (NQAF) for the NSS.
The focus area for all the tools of coordination of the NSS is building capacity and ensuring sustainability in the production and use of quality statistics. Currently, KNBS is preparing to undertake a training and capacity needs assessment for officers engaged in production of statistics within the NSS. This will inform the development of a roadmap for training and offering technical assistance to the NSS.

The Kenya Strategy for Development of Statistics
This is the strategic plan for the NSS. It is a robust and comprehensive framework that is aimed
at enhancing statistical capacity within the NSS. The bureau is in the process of finalizing the
Kenya strategy which is named ‘Kenya strategy for Development of Statistics (KSDS)’ The key
players in the development of the KSDS are KNBS ,other data producers in the NSS , the government and development partners. The Director General is the Chair of the Inter-Agency Statistics
Committee which oversees the development and implementation of the Strategy. The head of
Statistical and Analysis in Kenya Revenue Authority is the alternate Chair. Each statistical sector
has one or more representative sin the Sector statistics Committee.

Statistical Technical Working Committees
The Bureau has established a number of Technical Working Committees (TWCs) on different
thematic areas and sectors on statistics such as: Education; Health; Gender; Governance; Agriculture, Nutrition and Environment; Trade and Balance of Payments; Monetary Statistics; Tourism,; and Transport and Infrastructure. The TWCs which have been running for years to facilitate the harmonization and validation of data produced in the NSS. The TWCs are also platforms
for statistical capacity building. In 2020, two new TWCs namely; Disability statistics Technical
Working Committee the Energy statistics technical working committee were formed.

Training and technical assistance needs assessment
The Bureau is preparing to undertake a training and technical needs assessment for officers handling statistics within the NSS. The information gathered will inform development of a roadmap
for capacity building.
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PARTNERSHIPS AND COLLABORATIONS IN STATISTICS

Kenya Statistics Program for Results
(KSPforR)

The Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Internationale Zusammenarbeit
(GIZ)

The Kenya Statistics Program for Results
(KSPforR) is a financing agreement between the Government of Kenya and World
Bank aimed at supporting statistical development in the country for 5 years. The program commenced in 2015, and will is ending on 31st December 2020. The program is
“results-based” where disbursements are
largely tied to achievements of agreed
“Disbursement Linked Indicators (DLIs)”.
The main objective of KSPforR program
funded by World Bank is “to support Kenya
National Bureau of Statistics to generate
better and more accessible data to inform
policy-makers and contribute to strengthening its capacity”.
KNBS—Statistics
tion

Sweden

The Bureau received support from The
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) in development of the the KeNQAF. The
KenQAF has quality assurance guidelines on Managing the statistical system, institutional environment, statistical processes and statistical outputs.
Through KeNQAF the fundamental
values and principles that govern data
value chain of official statistics are
guaranteed for effective coordination
of the NSS.
Office for
(ONS—UK)

National

Statistics

The KNBS and the Office for National
Statistics (ONS-UK) partnership was
initiated in 2018 with a Memorandum
of Understanding between the two organisations signed by the KNBS Director General and the UK National Statistician. The partnership aims to support KNBS modernization ambitions.
The partnership collaboration wishes
to deepen bilateral cooperation in statistics, promote statistical development and maximize sharing of statistical achievements between the two
countries.
The partnership works by providing
technical assistance to KNBS from
ONS-UK or other organisations with
expertise such the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and Italian Statistics Office on Census. The
partnership also plays a key role connecting and coordinating stakeholders
in the wider data ecosystem by sharing
information and creating linkages particularly in shared areas of interest.

Coopera-

The statistical cooperation project between
KNBS and Statistics Sweden is an institutional capacity-building project. It started in
February 2015 and was to end in January
2019 but was extended until December
2020. The components of the program include Management, Economic Statistics,
Agriculture Statistics, Gender Statistics, and
Information and Communication Technology (ICT). The objective is that at the end of
the project: “policy makers in the Kenyan
society shall base their decisions on unbiased, reliable and qualitative information
that helps them to design policies that contributes to a better environment, limited
climate impact and strengthened resilience, a democratic development of society
and improved opportunities for poor people to support themselves” and “KNBS'
capacity to produce and disseminate statistics shall be improved”.
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PARTNERSHIPS AND COLLABORATIONS IN STATISTICS

County Governments

This ensures value addition and coherence with what other organizations do.

The KNBS collaborates with the County
Governments on various statistical activities including the compilation of the
County Statistics Abstracts, sharing of
data, and conducting surveys on topical
issues.

National Information Platform for
Food
Security and Nutrition (NIPFN)
The National Information Platform for
Food Security and Nutrition (NIPFN) is
country-owned and country-led initiative
funded by the European Union (EU), Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO) and the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation. The project is being
implemented by the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS) in partnership
with Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA).
The project aims to create capacity within
national institutions to operate and maintain a National Information Platform for
Food Security and Nutrition; strengthen
capacity to track progress in meeting national objectives to prevent undernutrition and monitor nutrition investments;
and build capacity of national policy makers and programme planners to make use
of evidence in designing and implementing nutrition interventions and related
policies. It has three main objective are;
Creation of capacity within national institutions to operate and maintain a National Information Platform for Food Security
and Nutrition, Strengthening of capacity
to track progress in meeting national objectives to prevent undernutrition and
monitor nutrition investments, and
Building capacity of national policy makers and programme planners to make
better use of evidence in designing and
implementing nutrition-related policies.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE KSDS

Inter Agency Statistics Committee and the Sector
Statistics Committees activities
The representatives from the statistical sectors in the InterAgency Statistics Committee (IaSC) and the Sector Statistics
Committee ((SSC) ensure the mainstreaming of statistics in
their respective institutions through the sector statistics plans
which are the building blocks for the KSDS. The IaSC is composed of the CEOs or HODs of the statistical sectors and is
chaired by the Director General, KNBS. The SSC is composed
of representatives from the sectors who deal with planning.

The implementation of the KSDS activities is coordinated
from KNBS. The operational process is headed by the KSDS
coordinator who is also the Director of the Statistical Coordination and Methods Directorate, Mr. Benjamin Avusevwa. He
works with the KSDS design team.
In February 2020, the members of the two committees participated in a 5-days stakeholders workshop convened by KNBS
to validate the Kenya Strategy for Development of Statistics
(KSDS).
On 17th December, 2020, KNBS organized a virtual meeting
for representatives from the sectors to report on the status of
implementation of the SSPs. Other items on the meeting
agenda include the assessment of the training and technical
assistance needs for the NSS to assist in development of capacity building programmes and mobilization of resources for
the same.
Sector Statistics Plans
The statistics sectors in the KSDS are: Kenya Revenue Authority, Central Bank of Kenya, Office of Controller of
Budget, Communication Authority of Kenya (CA), State
Department for Crop Development, State Department for
Livestock, Environment, Ministry of Health, National Registration Bureau, Civil Registration Bureau, National Police
Service, The National Treasury, State Department for Planning, Gender statistics, Mombasa County Government,
County Government of Machakos, County government of
Uasin Gishu, Nairobi City County and Council of Governors
These sectors are implementing their Sector Statistics Plans
(SSPs) and in the virtual meeting held on 17th December,
2020 most of the sectors reported that through the SSPs,
statistical activities are mainstreamed within their institutions’ work plans.
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Mr. Benjamin Avusevwa
Mr. Benjamin Avusevwa is, the Director
of Statistical Coordination and Methods. He is responsible for the effective
coordination of the NSS; quality assurance and promoting statistical standards and best practices; monitoring and
evaluation; statistical research; development of sampling frames for sample
surveys; and data processing, analysis
and dissemination. Mr. Avusevwa is
also the coordinator of the development
and implementation of the Kenya Strategy for Development of Statistics
(KSDS)

ACTIVITIES OF THE KSDS

Launch Of the Gender Statistics Sector Plan

On 16th December, 2020, the Gender
Statistics Sector Plan was launched.
The GSSP is a sector-owned 3-year
plan that aims at strengthening statistical capacity in the Gender sector.
The GSSP activities are also in the
Kenya Strategy for Development of
statistics.
The launch event was graced by the
Principal Secretary, State Department
for Planning Mr. Saitoti Torome, CBS;
Commission Secretary- National Gender and Equality Commission, Ms.
Betty Nyabuto, MBS; The Country
Director- UN Women Ms. Anna Mutavati, among other guests.
The Plan offers strategic direction for
the sector for the period 2019/20–
2022/23. Gender statistics are central
in understanding the dynamics of,
and for promoting, gender equality
because they provide relevant information, including indicators and
benchmarks for measuring progress
and analysing underlying factors.
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THE STATISTICAL ENVIRONMENT IN 2020
The statistical environment has over the years been revolutionized to
embrace new data production methods. The Kenya National Bureau of
Statistics (KNBS) has adopted new ways of data collection to enhance
the quality of statistics generated. It is the intent of the Bureau to ensure the advanced techniques are also adopted by other data producers
for harmonization
Use of modern technology
The Bureau has seized various technological opportunities such as the
use of mobile technologies and online tools for all household-based
data collections exercises.
Coping with budgetary Constraints
The onslaught of the Covid 19 pandemic necessitated cost-cutting
measures for the Government and the Bureau has employed emergent
strategies to ensure that statistical activities are carried out as planned.
These strategies include exploitation of partnerships and collabora-

WHAT DOES KNBS DO?
The Bureau is mandated by the Statistics Act 2006 to:
i. Plan authorize, co-ordinate and supervise all official statistical programmes undertaken within
the NSS;
ii. Establish standards and ensure the use of best practices and methods in the production and dissemination of statistical information across the NSS;
iii. Collect, compile, analyze, abstract and disseminate statistical information on the matters specified in the First Schedule;
iv. Conduct the Population and Housing Census every ten years, and such other censuses and surveys as the Board may determine;
v. Maintain a comprehensive and reliable national socio-economic database;
vi. Develop and maintain sampling frames of the Bureau;

vii. Collaborate with and assist the county governments or any other institutions in the production
of official statistics;
viii. Provide technical advice on statistics to other state entities;
ix. Promote co-ordination among producers, users and suppliers of official statistics by forming
appropriate sector committees; and
x. Designate statistics produced by NSS as official statistics on being satisfied that the necessary
criteria have been followed.
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In pictures

Above: KNBS Board and Senior Management retreat at Prideinn Paradise, Shanzu,
Mombasa from 30th November - 5th December, 2020

Above: A joint workshop for the County government of Makueni and KNBS to validate
data for finalization of the 2019 Makueni County Statistical Abstract
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Above: Stakeholders’ workshop to validate the Kenya Strategy for Development of Statis-

Above: A joint workshop for KNBS, GPSDD,GIZ and Civil Society Organizations to
validate the guidelines for Citizen Generated Data which is one of the alternative
data sources being explored to fill inherent data gaps.
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Above: A group photo for the members of trade and trade facilitation technical working committee in a quarterly Technical Working Group meeting held at the North Coast
Beach Hotel.
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Above: Editorial Team (From left to right)
Ms. Katra Dahir – Field Services

Others not in the picture:

Mr. Justin Rutto – National Accounts

Mr. Benjamin Avusevwa–Director, Statistical Coordination and Methods

Mr. Henry Osoro – NSS Coordination
Mr. Pius Nganga – Research and Development
Ms. Sarah Omache – NSS Coordination
Mr. Peter Kamau – County Statistics Officer, Nakuru

Mr. Mutua Kakinyi – NSS Coordination
Ms. Trizer Mwanyika – Corporate Communications
Ms. Renice Bunde - Social Statistics

Ms. Mary Karimi – Sampling

Mr. Caneble Oganga – Research and Development
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STATISTICAL CODEWORD PUZZLE
QUESTIONS:
1. Complete enumeration of a population at a point in time with respect to well defined
characteristics
2. A set of similar items or events which is of interest for some experiment
3. Acronym for National Statistical System
4. An investigation about the characteristics of a given population by means of collecting
data from a sample of that population and estimating their characteristics
5. A measure of central tendency
6. Measure of how close measurements are to the true value
7. Probability of an adverse event times the severity of the loss that experiencing that event
would entail
8. An assumption about an unknown fact
9. Used for significance tests
10. Standard deviation of the population
11. An observation that is very different to other observations in a set of data
12. Numerical value of a population, such as the population mean
13. An analysis of a continuous dependent variable where all the predictor variables are
categorical
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GET IN TOUCH WITH KNBS

The KNBS Headquarters are located at Real Towers, Upper hill, Hospital Road while its field offices
are located in the County Headquarters.

Kenya National Bureau of Statistics
Postal Address: P. O BOX 30266–00100 GPO NAIROBI
Physical Address: Real Towers, Hospital Road, Upper hill
Hotline Number: 0701244533, 073500440
Website: www.knbs.or.ke
Twitter: @KNBStats
Instagram : @KNBStats
Facebook : @Kenya Stats
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We wish all members of the NSS
and the General Public a joyous
festive season. We value your
partnership and collaboration
and look forward to more interaction in 2021.
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